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Overview

The BISA working group on historical sociology and IR was established in February 2004 with the aim of extending thinking about historical sociology within the international relations community. In the short time that we have existed as a formal group, we have initiated a range of activities intended to boost our membership and raise our profile. Details of these activities are outlined below. During 2005, we aim to further develop the group’s work by hosting a series of events intended to reach out to audiences both in cognate disciplines and beyond the UK based IR academy.

Activities

We are now an established group with a membership of 75 scholars and students who receive regular updates about the group and its activities. At present, membership is principally concentrated within the UK’s IR community. During the next year we hope to expand membership both within the UK and abroad, with the overall aim of establishing historical sociology more centrally within the general IR corpus.  

To that end, and to provide a focal point for the group, we have launched a website at www.historical-sociology.org. The website includes: a list of members with links to personal sites, details of events, general information about the group, contact details for the convenors and the webmaster, and a research section with papers by group members. While we strongly believe that virtual space cannot substitute for face-to-face interaction and events, we also think that the website can operate as a useful hub for the group’s activities, particularly as it grows. In time, we hope to broaden the site into an interactive forum for group members so that it can serve as a fertile meeting place where ideas can be exchanged and research can be developed. The website is currently expertly maintained by Robbie Shilliam, a research student at Sussex University.

The principal event of the year for the group was a one-day workshop at Sussex University on Wednesday 22nd September around the theme of The Problem of Historical Sociology in International Relations. A full complement of fifteen participants heard papers from Justin Rosenberg, Benno Teschke, Andrew Linklater, Chris Boyle, Robbie Shilliam and Mark Laffey. Funds from BISA were joined with sponsorship from the School of Social Sciences and Cultural Studies at Sussex in order to provide a room and catering, and pay for some participants’ travel expenses. Feedback from the workshop indicates that the day was considered to be both stimulating and enjoyable. 

Following on from the Sussex workshop, the group has decided to hold two workshops each year in the spring and autumn, using the Sussex template as a basis for future events. Consequently, the next workshop will be at LSE on Wednesday February 23rd. A general call for papers is currently underway. 

During the year, the activities of the group have been publicised in a number of ways including an article in the BISA newsletter, and frequent emails using the BISA listserv. The group has organised two panels for this year’s BISA conference:

· Panel 1, Tuesday 19th December, 4pm: Historical Sociology Meets International Relations. Papers by George Lawson, John Hobson, Chris Boyle and Robbie Shilliam. 

· Panel 2, Wednesday 20th December, 9am: Historical Sociology Meets Security Studies. Papers by Roland Dannreuther, Bryan Mabee and Rasmus Bertelsen. 

During 2005, we will be contributing panels at international conferences designed to spread awareness about the work of the group. For example, the group has arranged a panel for the ISA annual conference in Hawaii, March 2005:

· Saturday 5th March, 3.45pm: Power Shifts, Transitions and Plate Tectonics: International Relations Meets Historical Sociology. Papers by Justin Rosenberg, George Lawson and Mehdi Mozaffari. Martin Hall will act as chair and discussant. 

We are also contributing a panel to the ‘Nations and Empire’ conference to be held at LSE in April 2005:

· Thursday 21st April: Nations and Empire: Contributions from International Relations. Papers by Nick Bisley, David Ryan and Bryan Mabee with Mick Cox acting as discussant. 

Budget

The group was set up through an initial £400 grant from BISA. The group currently has £50 in its account, having spent seed funds as follows:

	Item


	Sum

	Sussex workshop

· Room hire and catering 

· Travel Expenses
	£137.50

£116.87

	Website

· Registering domain name, annual rental fee for space

· Web moderator fee
	£45.63

£50

	Total
	£350


Given this position, the group is requesting £500 from BISA for 2005. This will allow the further development of the group through part-funding of the LSE workshop and further strengthening of the group’s website, among other initiatives. It is expected that the group will apply for a specialist BISA grant in order to fund its autumn workshop, allowing for expenses to be paid for the first time to overseas scholars and students. 
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