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Overview

2005 has been a busy year for the HSIR working group. We have held two workshops at the London School of Economics and Goldsmiths College, organised panels at several conferences, and begun our first collective writing endeavour – a forum for the journal International Politics, scheduled for publication in 2006. Over the next year or so, we aim to further increase the activities of the group, principally by making a grant application for a major conference which will include international scholars and thereby increase the overall range, membership and profile of the group.

Activities

Over the past year, membership of the group has grown by around 25%, now entailing just under 100 scholars and students. During 2006, we hope to broaden membership further both within the UK and abroad, with two main aims:

· to establish historical sociology more centrally within IR;

· to generate more awareness within sociology, in both its comparative and historical  variants, of the work of historical sociologists who are located principally within IR. Many members of the group feel that the work of HSIR-ers is some of the most productive research being carried out within the broader field of HS, and a major target of the group should be to foster stronger links with this wider corpus. 

Electronic updates and the group’s website (www.historical-sociology.org) remain the central forums for publicising the group’s activities. The website has received over 5,000 hits since January 2005, including 2,879 unique visits. A quarter of these were directed from the main BISA site and about half came from either the UK or the US. Single visits were recorded from as far afield as Tonga, Lebanon and a US military base! 

The website contains: a list of members with links to some people’s personal sites, details of events, general information about the group, contact details for the convenors and the webmaster, and a research section with downloadable papers. The website continues to be expertly maintained by Robbie Shilliam, Hedley Bull Junior Research Fellow at Wadham College, Oxford University.

The group held two major workshops during the year:

· The first was an all day workshop at LSE on Wednesday 23rd February. A round table on the use of historical sociology in IR was followed by papers from Michael Mann, Martin Shaw, John Hobson and Roland Dannreuther. Funds from BISA were joined with sponsorship from the IR Department at LSE in order to provide a room and catering, and to pay for some participants’ travel expenses. A report on the workshop (by Marjo Koivisto and George Lawson) can be found on the group’s website: http://www.historical-sociology.org/archive.html
· A second workshop took place at Goldsmiths College, University of London on Thursday 22nd September, again using funds from both BISA and the home institution – the Politics Department at Goldsmiths College. Papers by George Lawson, Leonard Seabrooke, Bryan Mabee, John Hobson, Erik Ringmar, Roland Dannreuther and James Kennedy were organised around the theme – Journeys in Historical  Sociology – intended as the first step towards publication of a forum of the same name for the journal, International Politics. A report of proceedings (by Marjo Koivisto) is downloadable from http://www.historical-sociology.org/archive.html
The group hosted a panel at the ISA annual conference in Hawaii during March: 

· Saturday 5th March, 3.45pm: Power Shifts, Transitions and Plate Tectonics: International Relations Meets Historical Sociology. Papers by Justin Rosenberg, George Lawson and Robbie Shilliam. Martin Hall acted as chair and discussant. 

We also contributed a panel to the ‘Nations and Empire’ conference held at LSE in April:

· Thursday 21st April: Nations and Empire: Contributions from International Relations. Papers by Nick Bisley, David Ryan and Bryan Mabee with George Lawson acting as chair. 

Finally, the group group has organised four panels for this year’s BISA conference, two of them co-sponsored with the Marxism working group:

· Monday 19th December, 4pm: Journeys in Historical Sociology, Chair: Michael Cox. Papers by George Lawson, John Hobson and Leonard Seabrooke.

· Tuesday 20th December, 9am: Power, Order and Disorder in World Politics, Chair: George Lawson. Papers by Edward Lai, Marjo Koivisto, and John Gibson.

· Tuesday 20th December, 11am: Theory and History in International Relations, Chair: George Lawson; Discussant: Richard Saull. Papers by Stephen Hobden, Leonard Seabrooke, Andreas Bieler and Adam David Morton. 

· Wednesday 21st December, 9am: Revisiting the Concept of "Backwardness" in International Relations, Chair and discussant: Alex Colas. Papers by Kamran Matin Robbie Shilliam and Ernesto Vivares 

Budget

The group requested and received a further £400 from BISA for use during the financial year 2005-2006. This has been earmarked for further development of the group’s activities through part-funding of future events (including workshops), and strengthening the group’s website. It is expected that the group will apply for a specialist BISA grant in due course in order to fund an international conference/workshop, possibly for Autumn 2006, which would allow for expenses, and perhaps bursaries, to be paid to overseas scholars and students. 
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