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Overview

During 2006, the HSIR working group made a conscious effort to expand the activities of the group in three ways: concrete research outputs, co-hosting events with other groups in the UK, and establishing the group beyond the UK. The first aim led to the production of two special sections in journals, the second saw us host a joint workshop with the SAID working group, the third lay behind the successful bid to run a section at next year’s ECPR/SGIR conference in Turin. During 2007, we hope to further increase the profile, activities and membership of the group.

Activities

Over the past year, membership of the group has continued to grow, now reaching well over 100 scholars and students. We continue to work towards our two main aims:

· establishing historical sociology more centrally within IR;

· generating more awareness within sociology, in both its comparative and historical  variants, of the work of historical sociologists who are located principally within IR. Many members of the group feel that the work of HSIR-ers is some of the most productive research being carried out within the broader field of HS, and a major target of the group should be to foster stronger links with this wider corpus. 

Electronic updates and the group’s website (www.historical-sociology.org) remain the central forums for publicising the group’s activities. The website has received over 7,000 hits since January 2006, a 50% increase on 2005. Most of these hits are from outside the UK, indicating that the group is becoming increasingly international in scope and reputation. The BISA website continues to be a principal interlocutor for the group’s website, although most visits originate via search engines and the convenor’s personal web pages. 

The website contains: a list of members with links to some people’s personal sites, details of events, general information about the group, contact details for the convenors and the webmaster, and a research section with downloadable papers. The website continues to be expertly maintained by Robbie Shilliam, Hedley Bull Junior Research Fellow at Wadham College, Oxford University.

The group held two major workshops during the year:

· The first was an all day workshop at Oxford University on 12th May 2006 with papers by Chris Bickerton, Philip Cunliffe, Adam Morton, James Heartfield, Andrew Baker, Robbie Shilliam and David Chandler, plus a roundtable led by Chris Bickerton and Justin Rosenberg. Funds from BISA and SAID were joined with sponsorship from the Politics Department at Oxford in order to provide a room and catering, and to pay for some participants’ travel expenses. A report on the workshop (by Marjo Koivisto) can be found on the group’s website: http://www.historical-sociology.org/archive.html
· A second workshop took place at SOAS on September 12th, again using funds from both BISA and the home institution – the Politics Department at SOAS. The workshop featured papers by Justin Rosenberg, Alex Callinicos, Fiona Adamson and Clemens Hoffman, plus a roundtable led by Tarak Barkawi and George Lawson. A report of proceedings (by Andrew Davenport) is downloadable from http://www.historical-sociology.org/archive.html
The group has organised two panels at this year’s BISA conference in Cork:

Historical Sociology I: The International in the National – Theories and Histories
Wednesday 20th December, 11.00am–12.30pm
Chair and discussant: Neil Davidson, Strathclyde
Frederick Guillaume Dufour (Sussex/UCLA) – The Uneven and Combined Development of Nationalism
Kamran Matin (Sussex) – Revolutions from Without, Above and Below: Iran’s Uneven and Combined Development, 1921-79
Adam Morton (Nottingham) – Mexican Revolution, Primitive Accumulation, Passive Revolution
Suzi Weissman (St Mary’s College of California) – Disintegrating Democracy: From the Promise of the Soviet since 1905 to the Contemporary Crisis of Corrupt Democratic Forms

Historical Sociology 2: The Space(s) of International Relations – Globality, Territory, and the State
Wednesday 20th December 11.00am–12.30pm
Chair and discussant: Justin Rosenberg, Sussex
Jeppe Strandsbjerg (Sussex) – The Cartographic Production of Territory: Mapping and Danish State Formation, 1450-1650 
Stuart Elden (Durham) – The Territorial Integrity of Iraq: Preservation, Sovereignty, Viability 
Henrik Aspengren (SOAS)- The Politics of Making Colonial State Space: Bombay between the Wars
John Gibson (Newcastle) – Thinking the Global: Notions of Spatiality in IFI’s and Global Justice Discourses 

Budget

The group requested and received £700 from BISA for use during the financial year 2005-2006. Following the success of the bursary scheme offered to research students for the Oxford workshop, we would like to request a further £1,000 so that this scheme can be extended during 2007. We are also aiming at strengthening the group’s website and expanding the group’s work overseas during 2007, both of which will require further funding. It is expected that, in due course, the group will apply for a specialist BISA grant in order to fund an international conference/workshop which would allow for expenses to be paid to overseas scholars and students. 
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