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Overview

During 2009, the historical sociology and IR (HSIR) working group maintained a range of activities. We hosted a successful workshop at Sussex University and continued work on developing the group’s website. Research outputs included a number of articles and the publication of forums based on our work in the Cambridge Review of International Affairs and International Politics. Further steps were made towards publication of an edited volume on International Historical Sociology, while the submission to the ISA compendium entry (by John Hobson, George Lawson and Justin Rosenberg) on ‘historical sociology’ made full reference to the group. Conference participation was buoyant with panels accepted at BISA, wide attendance at ISA, and submissions made to next year’s BISA/PSA conference. 

Given a successful bid for funds, we hope to further increase the profile, activities and membership of the group during 2010. Key to this will be holding a joint workshop with BISA’s Africa working group which focuses on issues of state formation and development. We are also exploring the possibilities of a joint bid with BISA’s IPE working group for a larger conference on ‘critical IR’. And over the next month, we will be making a joint bid with the Marxism working group for a BISA grant to host a two-day conference in Barcelona which uses the work of Fred Halliday as a means of assessing critical junctures and key themes in world history. 

Activities

Over the past year, membership of the group has continued to grow, now reaching just under 200 scholars and students. We continue to work towards our two main aims:

· establishing, consolidating and promoting the use of historical sociology within IR;

· generating more awareness within sociology, in both its comparative and historical  variants, of the work of historical sociologists who are located primarily within IR. Many members of the group feel that the work of those in ‘historical sociology of international relations’ is some of the most productive research being carried out within the broader field of historical sociology, and a major target of the group should be to foster stronger links with this wider corpus. As such, much of our work over the next two or three years is geared at exploring the theoretical and empirical value to be gained from an open exchange between HS and HSIR.

Electronic updates and the group’s website (www.historical-sociology.org) remain the central forums for publicising the group’s activities. The website has received well over 10,000 hits since January 2009. Most of these hits are from outside the UK, indicating that the group is becoming increasingly international in scope and reputation. The BISA website continues to be a principal interlocutor for the group’s website, although most visits originate via search engines and the convenor’s personal web pages. 

The website contains: a list of members with links to some people’s personal sites, details of events, general information about the group, contact details for the convenors and the webmaster, and a research section with downloadable papers. The website is maintained expertly by Marta Iniguez-de-Heredia, a research student in the IR Department at LSE. N.B. Over the past month or two, the website has been corrupted by a form of malware which has proved difficult to eradicate. Although we are taking steps to resolve this problem, it may be that a comprehensive rebuild of the site will be necessary during 2010. 

Events

During 2009, the group held a workshop at Sussex University on the theme of ‘security and historical sociology’. The workshop included papers by both staff and students, including: Tarak Bakawi (Cambridge) & Shane Brighton (Sussex): ‘Powers of War: Force, Knowledge, and Critique’; Campbell Craig (Aberystwyth): ‘Historical Sociology and the Nuclear Revolution’; Benno Teschke (Sussex): ‘Fatal Attraction – Rereading the International Historical Sociology of Carl Schmitt’; Martin Shaw (Sussex): ‘The International Relations of Modern Genocide: A Historical-Sociological Approach to a Clustered Phenomenon’; Jane Howard (NYU) and Mark Laffey (SOAS): ‘Postcolonial modernity and the production of insecurity: history, human rights and China’; and Jamie Allinson (Edinburgh): ‘From budget security to uneven and combined development: The case of Jordanian “security” in the Nasserist era’. Sessions were chaired by Stefan Elbe, George Lawson and Justin Rosenberg.

We were particularly pleased with three aspects of the workshop: that it was so well attended; that it involved scholars and students from beyond IR; and that research students were able to attend due to our capacity to pay at least part of their travel costs. The first of these indicates the continuing popularity of the group, the second our aim to extend our work beyond IR, and the third a commitment to supporting junior colleagues, a point we come back to below. 

The group has organised two panels at this year’s BISA conference in Leicester: the first on development and the second on ‘history and theory’. Several of our members took part in the 2009 ISA Conference in New York and will do so again at next year’s convention in New Orleans. We have also put in a bid with BISA for a panel at next spring’s joint PSA-BISA event in Edinburgh.

Funding

Thanks to funding from BISA, the group was able to provide generous support for the Sussex workshop. We were especially pleased to be able to offer student bursaries for attendance. The success of this funding programme means that we have spent most of our available funds from BISA. Following last year’s award, we started the year with £1,448; we end it with £552.88 (a detailed statement of finances is available on request from Hilary Parker, the Departmental Manager of the IR Department at LSE: h.parker@lse.ac.uk).

We have a range of activities planned for 2009, including hosting one or two bigger workshops. As such, we are requesting £1,000 from BISA to cover these activities. We are particularly committed to providing support for research students who would otherwise not be able to attend our events. BISA funding is crucial if this aim is to be realised. 
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