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Overview

During 2010, the historical sociology and IR (HSIR) working group maintained a range of activities. We hosted a joint workshop with the BISA Africa group at the Open University in London (see below) and contributed to a major workshop on ‘The International Historical Sociology of Fred Halliday’ (separate report provided). Research outputs from the latter will include a special issue of International Affairs, scheduled for publication in late 2011. Conference participation was also good with panels organised at APSA, the joint PSA/BISA meeting in Edinburgh, the SGIR conference in Stockholm, and the Social Science History Association convention in Chicago. 

Given a successful bid for funds, we hope to further increase the profile, activities and membership of the group during 2011. Key to this will be holding a workshop on ‘World History and International Relations’ at Sussex University in September. We also hope to contribute panels to the BISA conference in Manchester and the annual meeting of the British Sociological Association at LSE. 

Activities

Membership of the group remains stable at around 200 scholars and students. We continue to work towards two main aims:

· establishing, consolidating and promoting the use of historical sociology within IR;

· generating more awareness within sociology, in both its comparative and historical  variants, of the work of historical sociologists who are located primarily within IR. Many members of the group feel that the work of those in ‘historical sociology of international relations’ is some of the most productive research being carried out within the broader field of historical sociology, and a major target of the group should be to foster stronger links with this wider corpus. As such, much of our work over the next two or three years is geared at exploring the theoretical and empirical value to be gained from an open exchange between HS and HSIR.

Electronic updates and the group’s website (www.historical-sociology.org) remain the central forums for publicising the group’s activities. The website has received over 10,000 hits since January 2010. Most of these hits are from outside the UK, indicating that the group is increasingly international in scope and reputation. The BISA website continues to be an important interlocutor for the group’s website, although most visits originate via search engines and the convenor’s personal web pages. 

The website contains: a list of members with links to some people’s personal sites, details of events, general information about the group, contact details for the convenors and the webmaster, and a research section with downloadable papers. The website is maintained expertly by Marta Iniguez-de-Heredia, a research student in the IR Department at LSE. Unfortunately, the website was badly corrupted by malware during the early part of 2010. After several attempts at major surgery, we admitted defeat and commissioned Marta to carry out a full rebuild of the site. Unfortunately, this was a time consuming – and, therefore, expensive – process. Indeed, as the budget indicates, this process consumed around half of our expenses this year. 

Events

During 2010, the group held a joint workshop with the BISA Africa group at the Open University in London. The workshop included papers by both staff and students, including: Meera Sabaratnam (LSE): ‘Is the ‘Development’ in ‘Uneven and Combined Development’ the Same as the ‘Development’ in ‘Millennium Development Goals’?’; Will Brown (Open University): ‘Aid, Sovereignty History: Colonial Antecedents and Contemporary Aid Relations; Fouad Makki (Cornell University): ‘The Imperatives of Uneven and Combined Development: Dynastic Centralization and Official Nationalism in Ethiopia’; and Teddy Brett (LSE): Reconstructing Development Theory: Understanding Contested Institutional Transitions in Africa’. The workshop concluded with a roundtable led by: Justin Rosenberg (Sussex University); Gavin Williams (Oxford University); Tom Young (SOAS); and George Lawson (LSE). 

We were particularly pleased with three aspects of the workshop: that it was well attended; that it involved scholars and students from beyond IR; and that research students were able to attend due to our capacity to pay at least part of their travel costs. The first of these indicates the continuing popularity of the group, the second our aim to extend our work beyond IR, and the third a commitment to supporting junior colleagues, a point we come back to below. 

Budget

Thanks to funding from BISA, the group was able to provide generous support for the Open University workshop. We were especially pleased to be in a position to offer student bursaries for attendance. The success of this funding programme means that we have spent almost all of our available funds from BISA. As the table below indicates, we spent £1,031.04 during the course of this year. As we started the year with £1,302.88, we end it with £271.84. A full statement of finances is available from Hilary Parker, the IR Departmental Manager at LSE: h.parker@lse.ac.uk.

	Item


	Amount (£)

	Workshop travel
	264.10

	Workshop subsistence
	161.72

	Internet hosting
	80.92

	Website rebuild 
	524.30

	Total
	1,031.04


As this report indicates, we have a range of activities planned for 2010. As such, we are requesting £1,000 from BISA to cover these activities. We are particularly committed to providing support for research students who would otherwise not be able to attend our events. BISA funding is crucial if this aim is to be realised. 
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