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Overview
During 2011, the historical sociology and IR working group maintained a range of activities. Perhaps most notable amongst these was a major revamp of the group’s website under the direction of our new web editor, Paul Kirby (p.kirby@lse.ac.uk). The new site (http://historical-sociology.org/) is envisaged as a hub for historical sociological research around the world. The site has an extensive – and growing – resources page for those interested in the subject. It also links to members’ home pages and provides details of upcoming events. We are pleased to see that usage of the site is high at c. 500 hits per month, most of which are directed at the resources page. 

Beyond work on the website, we ran a successful workshop on ‘historical sociology and world history’ at Sussex University in September (details below). In terms of publications, several members of the group provided contributions for a special issue of International Affairs, examining the contribution of Fred Halliday, which were drawn from the 2010 BISA funded workshop on Halliday’s work. Conference participation was also high with panels organised at BISA and the Social Science History Association convention in Boston, and submissions made both for ISA San Diego and the joint ISA/BISA conference in Edinburgh. 

Given a successful bid for funds, we hope to further increase the profile and activities of the group during 2012. We will host a workshop on ‘global historical sociology’ at LSE in April and, perhaps, a second workshop in September. We will also continue to contribute panels to relevant conferences. 

Activities
Membership of the group remains stable at around 200 scholars and students. We continue to work towards two main aims:
· establishing, consolidating and promoting the use of historical sociology within IR;
· generating more awareness within sociology, in both its comparative and historical  variants, of the work of historical sociologists who are located primarily within IR. Many members of the group feel that the work of those in ‘historical sociology of international relations’ is some of the most productive research being carried out within the broader field of historical sociology, and a major target of the group should be to foster stronger links with this wider corpus. As such, much of our work over the next two or three years is geared at exploring the theoretical and empirical value to be gained from an open exchange between HS and HSIR, beginning with the workshop on ‘global historical sociology’ at LSE this April.
Electronic updates and the group’s website remain the central forums for publicising the group’s activities, particularly since the revamp of the site. Many visitors to the site come from outside the UK and many originate from click-throughs via the BISA website. 
Events
During 2011, the group held a workshop at Sussex University on ‘world history and International Historical Sociology’. The workshop included contributions by both staff and research students: 

Sessions One: Continuity and Change in World History

· Martin Hall (Lund), ‘Narratives of Global Political Space: The European Miracle 2.0’

· Barry Buzan and George Lawson (LSE), ‘The Global Transformation: The 19th Century and the Making of Modern International Relations’
Session Two: War and Imperialism in World History
· Vassilis Fouskas (Richmond), ‘What Is Imperialism?’ 
· Tarak Barkawi (Cambridge), ‘States, Armies and Empires: Armed Forces and Society in World Politics’
Session Three: World History and Historical Sociology
· John Hobson (Sheffield), ‘Putting the World Back Into World History: Towards a Non-Eurocentric Historical Sociology of Uneven and Combined Development’ 
· Tom Davies (City), ‘Transnational History, the Evolution of INGOs, and International Historical Sociology’
Session Four: Roundtable
· Kees van der Pijl (Sussex), Meera Sabratnam (LSE), Kamran Martin (Sussex), Fabio Petito (Sussex)
We were especially pleased with three aspects of the workshop: that it was well attended; that research students were able to attend due to our capacity to pay travel costs; and that it contributed to an inter-disciplinary conversation between historical sociologists working in IR and those based outside the discipline. This latter point was further made apparent by a panel organized for the SSHA conference in Boston, in which IR scholars, sociologists and post-colonial theorists debated the possibilities of a ‘global historical sociology’. This conversation will continue during 2012, both in the planned workshop at LSE on global historical sociology, and in panels at ISA, BISA/ISA and SSHA.

Budget
Thanks to funding from BISA, the group was able to provide generous support for the Sussex University workshop. We were especially pleased to be in a position to offer student bursaries for attendance. The success of this funding programme means that we have spent almost all of our available funds from BISA. As the table below indicates, we spent £910.02 during the course of this year. As we started the year with £1,271.84, we end it with £361.82. A full statement of finances is available from Hilary Parker, the IR Departmental Manager at LSE: h.parker@lse.ac.uk.

	Item
	Amount (£)

	Workshop travel
	151.10

	Workshop subsistence
	101.52

	Internet hosting
	91.48

	Website rebuild 
	565.92

	Total
	910.02


As this report indicates, we have a range of activities planned for 2011. Indeed, because we are planning to hold two workshops rather than one, we are requesting £1,500 from BISA to cover these activities. We are particularly committed to providing support for research students who would otherwise not be able to attend our events. BISA funding is crucial if this aim is to be realised. 
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